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SPEAKER CONNECTS MONTANAN, SCOTTISH HERITAGE 
MISSOULA -
Well-known Scottish writer and historian James Hunter will trace the similarities in the 
heritage of Scotland’s highlanders and Montana’s Native Americans in a guest lecture May 10 
at The University of Montana’s O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Hunter’s talk, “On the Other Side of Sorrow: Connections and Parallels Between the 
Scottish Highlands and Montana,” will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Milwaukee Station’s first- 
floor meeting room. Hunter’s extensive research on two continents forms the basis of the talk 
and a similar one he gave recently at the Smithsonian Institution’s Scottish/American heritage 
conference.
Hunter has written 10 books, three of which will be available at a book signing 
following the talk: “A Dance Called America: The Scottish Highlands, the United States and 
Canada,” “Last of the Free: A Millennial History of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland” 
and “Scottish Highlanders, Indian Peoples: Thirty Generations of a Montana Family.”
This last book traces the history of the McDonald family from the clan’s emigration to
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the Scottish Highlands from Ireland in the ninth century to the lives of the McDonald 
descendants who still live on the Flathead Reservation. The book reveals “uncanny parallels” 
between the fate of Highland clans and that of North American Indians, according to the 
Montana Historical Society, publisher of the book in 1997.
Hunter also has a longstanding interest and involvement in rural development, land use 
and environmental issues, and he currently chairs the board of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, a government-funded development agency in Scotland. He previously has been a 
free-lance journalist specializing in rural issues and a research fellow at Aberdeen University’s 
Institute for the Study of Sparsely Populated Areas.
Hunter grew up in Duror, North Argyll. He holds a master’s degree from Aberdeen 
University and a doctoral degree from Edinburgh University.
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